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whereas the bride's parents were allowed to sup-
pose that Katharine would still have the enjoy-
ment of them. In the middle of December,
therefore, Henry sent for Juan de Cuero, Kath-
arine's chamberlain, and demanded the valuables
as an instalment of the remaining 100,000 crowns
of the dowry. Cuero, astounded at such a request,
replied that it would be his duty to have them
weighed and valued and a list given to the King
in exchange for a receipt for their value, but that
he had not to give them up. The King, highly
irate at what he considered an evasion of his
due, pressed his demand, but without avail, and
afterwards saw Katharine herself at Baynard's
Castle in the presence of Dona Elvira Manuel,
her principal lady in waiting.
What was the meaning of it, he asked, as he
told her of Cuero's refusal to surrender her valu-
ables in fulfilment of the promise, and further
exposed Puebla's double-dealing. Puebla, it ap-
pears, had gone to the King, and had suggested
that if his advice was followed the jewels would
remain in England, whilst their value would be
paid to Henry in money as welL He had, he
assured the King, already gained over Katharine
to the plan, which briefly was to allow the Princess
to use the jewels and plate for the present, so
that when the time came for demanding their
surrender her father and mother would be ashamed
of her being deprived of them, and would pay
their value in money. Henry explained to Katharine
that he was quite shocked at such a dishonest
suggestion, which he refused, he said, to entertain.
He had therefore asked for the valuables at once